
THE PLANETS



1. MERCURY
Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun and is also the closest 
rock to the Sun. If you touch Mercury, you will get serious 
chemical burns. Mercury does not have any rings or moons. 
Mercury is the smallest planet, about as big as Earth’s moon. 
One year on Mercury is 88 earth days. Galileo Galilei and 
Thomas Harriot are the 2 people who discovered Mercury.



2. VENUS
Venus is the second brightest natural object in the sky. One year 
on Venus is more than a year on Earth. Venus is named after the 
Roman God of love and beauty. Venus is the hottest planet in 
the solar system because it is the second planet from the sun 
and is made of volcanoes and lava. The surface is 426.667 
degrees Celsius on Venus. Galileo Galilei is the person who 
discovered Venus.



3.EARTH
Earth is the only planet in the solar system with life on it that we 
know of and is also were we live. No one discovered Earth 
because the first ever person lived there. Us humans are 
destroying this planet from the hot sticky jungles to the freezing 
snowy tundra. We can live on this planet because there is 
enough oxygen, water and food. Earth is the third planet from 
the sun.



4. MARS
Mars is the most likely planet that humans will step foot on next. 
The first crew of astronauts are due to land on Mars is 2025. Most 
people think that Mars is hot because it looks like a desert but do 
not let it fool you it is actually colder than Earth because it is 50 
million kilometres further away to the Sun than Earth. You can 
actually plant flowers and trees on Mars. Mars is the fourth planet 
from the Sun. Mars is made of rock, rusty iron and dust. Galileo 
Galilei is the person who discovered Mars.



5. JUPITER 
Jupiter is a gas planet. It is the fifth planet from the Sun. Jupiter 
has 67 moons. Jupiter is a very cold planet at -145 degrees 
Celsius but the inside is extremely hot at 24,000 degrees 
Celsius. Jupiter is the largest planet in the solar system and the 
biggest gas giant. Sometimes it can rain diamonds on Jupiter. 
Galileo Galilei is the person who discovered Jupiter.



6. SATURN
Saturn’s nickname is the ringed planet because the ring around 
it is made of billions of rocks. It completes one full orbit in 29.4 
Earth years. Saturn is a gas planet. Just like Jupiter in a storm it 
can rain diamonds. Saturn is the sixth planet from the Sun. It is 
the second biggest plant in the solar system. Saturn is the most 
distant planet you can see with a naked eye. Galileo Galilei is 
the person who discovered Saturn.



7. URANUS 
Uranus is the only planet in the solar system that is lying on it’s 
side which makes its nickname the sideways planet. Uranus has 
27 moons. It has an invisible ring around it. Uranus is named 
after the ancient Greek God of the sky. Uranus is made of gas 
and ice. Uranus is the seventh planet from the sun. William 
Herschel is the person who discovered Uranus.



8. NEPTUNE
Neptune is the most distant planet from the Sun (the eighth 
planet from the Sun). Neptune is the coldest planet in fact if you 
step on it you will freeze instantly. It is the smallest gas giant in 
the solar system. One year on Neptune lasts 165 Earth years. 
Neptune is named after the Roman God of the sea. Urbain Le 
Verrier, John Couch Adams and Johann Gottfried Galle are the 3 
people who discovered Neptune.


