
 

 

 
 
 
 

Headteacher’s January Newsletter 

 
 Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I would like to welcome you all back after the Christmas break.  Unfortunately for many people in this area 
2016 has not been a very happy new year as they clear up following flood damage.  Many families are also 
facing changing circumstances through bereavement or separation.  Paul tells us in his letter to the 
Philippians  to “not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
I hope that it may bring some comfort to know that the school, its students and their families are prayed 
for on a regular basis by the different prayer groups that meet, at each governors’ meeting and in the 
churches that are associated with Balshaw’s. 
 
Forthcoming events: 
We have already publicised a number of forthcoming events for your diaries: 

 Pub Quiz Night – Saturday 23rd January, 7.30pm 

 Race Night – Friday 5th February 7.30pm 

 Education Sunday Service – 11.15am, St Andrew’s, Sunday 28th February 

 Pub Quiz Night – Saturday 5th March, 7.30pm 
 
These are fun nights and are open to all, so if you would like to bring wider family and friends, they are 
more than welcome.  People bring large stocks of food and drink for their tables and have a great evening, 
so get together with friends and family, nominate a driver if you need one and join us for the evening!  If 
you can’t come to either of these events, please support with donations for raffle prizes (chocolate, wine 
etc.) 
 
Exciting new building plans 
Work will start this term on a long overdue refurbishment of the school’s changing rooms.  This is being 
done as part of a wider building project which will see the ‘Old Gym’ converted into a Dance Studio and 
Performing Arts space, and a brand new Fitness Suite containing weights, treadmills, cross trainers, 
exercise bikes etc. being built.  You can see the plans in more detail on the website (Parents’ Portal Page) 

and an artist’s impression of the new 
building below.  This upgrade to the 
changing facilities is something that both 
students and parents have wanted for some 
time and we are delighted that this work will 
begin soon. 
 
 
 



A couple of things to note 
Smart watches 
A number of students have received smart watches for Christmas this year.  The school policy with regard 
to these is the same as with mobile phones.  Students will inevitably possess them, but they should be 
used only as watches in school.  If a student is found using their smart watch for anything other than telling 
the time, it will be confiscated and held in the office until collected by a parent as with mobile phones. 
 
Exam boards are treating smart watches in the same way as mobile phones and they are not to be brought 
into examinations. Doing so will mean possible disqualification from all examinations.  As with mobile 
phones, school accepts no responsibility for the loss or theft of smart watches. 
 
Uniform 
Please remember that from September all girls will be required to wear the new style of kilt skirt that was 
introduced in September (school approved trousers are still allowed as an alternative) so if your daughter 
has grown and you are buying a new skirt, please ensure that it is one of the new style. 
 
We have also been reminding students at the start of term about our expectations for uniform and 
presentation, in particular: 
 
Girls: 

 No make-up 

 Hair tied back (not half up, half down) 

 Skirts at knee length 
Boys: 

 Correct school shoes – please see the uniform policy on the website for photographs of what do 
and don’t class as shoes.  No matter what your son may tell you, this document is the definitive 
guidance! 

 
Forthcoming Parents’ Evenings 
This term sees a series of Parents’ Evenings.  We will send you a reminder by text alert, but the dates are 
below: 
 

 Year 10 Parents’ Evening:  Thursday 21st January 

 KS4 options evening for Year 9 Parents:  Thursday 4th February 

 Year 11 Parents’ Evening: Tuesday 9th February 

 Year 9 Parents’ Evening: Wednesday 16th March 

 Year 8 Parents’ Evening: Thursday 7th April 
 
Unauthorised Term time absence 
The periods of time that the Local Authority use as thresholds for issuing Fixed Penalty Notices have 
changed.  The threshold of 5 days (10 sessions) in any one term is the same, but it can also be 7 days (14 
sessions) over two consecutive terms.  The school’s policy (on the website) is that no term time holiday 
absence is authorised.  Persistent Absence thresholds have also changed and your child will now be classed 
as a persistent absentee if his/her attendance falls below 90%. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in 2016 
 
Mr Steve Haycocks 
HEADTEACHER 


