
 

 

Head’s September Newsletter 

September 2019 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Welcome back to the new school year!  It is always good to welcome our new Year 7 students into the 

Balshaw’s family and to see all of our other students return safely.  After record breaking temperatures at 

the start of the holiday it turned out to be a rather damp summer, but I do hope that you have all been able 

to enjoy quality time together. 

The Class of 2019 

We were delighted to celebrate the successes of our class of 2019 who achieved the strongest levels of 

attainment of any group of Balshavians.  78% of students gained grades 9-4 in both English and Maths which 

is well above the national average (64%).  Balshaw’s have never played games to push us up league tables 

by choosing qualifications for the benefit of the school, but always to drive the best levels of academic 

success for our students.  We are delighted therefore that 41% of our students have gained grades 9-4 in the 

EBacc suite of subjects that shows their academic abilities (this is 24% 

nationally). 

Most of our students have gone on to follow courses at Runshaw or 

other post-16 providers.  Growing numbers have been taking up 

apprenticeships which we have been promoting to students as a good 

next step and others have found employment.  Whatever they do, we 

wish them the best of luck with the future and hope that they will 

always remember their Balshavian foundation and roots.  

The New School Day 

We are now a week into the new school year and students seem to have readily adapted to the new 
timings of the school day.  Do please note that the school office opening hours are also slightly different. 

School Day  

08.35 School opens to students 

08:40 AM Registration / Act of Worship / PSHE 

09:10 Period 1 

10:10 Period 2 

11:10 Morning break 

11:30 Period 3 

12:30 Period 4 

1:30 Lunch 

2:10 Period 5 

3:10 End of lessons 



 

School Office opening hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  8.00 am – 4.00 pm 
Friday:    8.00 am – 3:30 pm 
 
Early School Closure 

 
Please note that school will close at 2.15 on Thursday 3rd October as it is Open Evening.  The School Office will also 
close at this time. 

 
Welcoming New Staff 

 
We welcome a number of new staff to school this year and we are excited about the contribution that they 
will make to the learning experiences of your child. 
 

 Miss Bache takes over the leadership of Drama. 

 Mrs Marsh also joins the English department teaching both English and Media Studies. 

 We welcome two new teachers to the Maths department:  Miss Kirby and Mr Alston. 

 Mrs Cherry is our new Humanities teacher. 

 Mr Cook-Allison has joined our Science teaching team. 

 Mrs Townsend will be teaching Computing and Business Studies. 

 Mrs Bromley will be Teaching Food and Nutrition while Mrs Gregory is on maternity leave. 

 Finally, Mr Beaver is joining us as a mentor to work with groups of young people to support the 
pastoral team and to support learning engagement. 
 

 
Supporting your child’s learning 

 
I hope that you all remember the slide that I 
showed to you at our New Intake Evenings and 
which I show again to our new Year 7 students as 
they start their first day at school about FAIL.  I like 
to say that there is no FAIL at school – we only have 
First Attempts In Learning.  This is a really important 
message – especially for young people who are 
being labelled as the snowflake generation.  It’s 
okay to get things wrong – what is important is 
what we learn from it and how we move on and try 
again in a different way. 
 
However, it is also true that learning requires effort.  
It is said that races are not won on the track, but in 
the training, the gym, the practice and the 
preparation.  The same is true of academic success.  
As teachers we often see that it is not always academic ability that is the recipe for success – rather it is 
effort and hard work.  Those students who are prepared to work hard, to revisit and regularly revise their 
work as a daily practice, not just before examinations, are the ones that will do well. 
 
To do this, you should be asking your children about their learning.  Get them to explain to you what they 
have learned – discuss the work in their exercise books.  Encourage wider reading around the subjects that 



they are studying.  There is no such thing as the magic exam fairy, so encourage your children to challenge 
themselves and to try the things that are challenging.  Sometimes students give up before they have tried, 
but you can encourage them that although a mountain may look daunting to climb, there are many different 
paths that they can try, as long as they are prepared to keep trying. 
 
 
Anti-social Behaviour 

 
Sadly, over the summer, Leyland experienced so much anti-social behaviour that the police had to introduce 
a curfew around the Tesco and MacDonald’s area of the town.  There are gangs of young people in Leyland 
who, when together, show no respect for their environment, authority or any children or adults around 
them. 
 
You know that one of the aims of Balshaw’s is to produce young people who go out into society to reflect 
Christ’s love in the community.  It saddens me that within these groups of young people are a small number 
of students that I know are from Balshaw’s.  Before you are allowed to get behind the wheel of a car and 
drive you have to study the Highway Code and take lessons – there is no handbook for being a parent and it 
can be tough.  However, there is one thing that I can say about effective parenting:  nothing good can come 
from allowing your child to be one of those young people who just “goes out” to wander around the streets 
with their friends. 
 
Engage your child in organised activities:  clubs, groups, sports and the like – that is fine.  However, there are 
growing numbers of young people from ‘well-educated’, ‘middle-class’ families who are behaving as louts at 
best and becoming involved in criminal activity with increasing frequency.  This summer we have seen young 
people in Leyland stabbed, assaulted, involved in criminal damage, theft, trespass, drug use, arrested and 
moved on by police.  Some of these young people, both victims and perpetrators have links to Balshaw’s and 
some are still at Balshaw’s.  I cannot emphasise enough that you should not allow your children to become 
a part of this culture by allowing them to wander the streets of Leyland, Buckshaw or any other community.  
It is easy to think that this sort of thing happens to ‘other people’.  I can assure you that it is not if this sort 
of unstructured wandering or attendance at unregulated house parties is a normal part of your child’s 
routine. 
 
 
Bike Safety and Helmets 

 
This is a reminder that if your child wants to ride a bike to school, they must wear a helmet.  If your child 
does not have a helmet then school will store their bike until such time as a parent collects it or the child has 
a helmet. 
 
I am very disappointed that I have received a number of emails and calls from concerned members of the 
public about the actions of a small number of students on bikes who have been behaving dangerously 
requiring cars to have to make emergency stops or take evasive action – all of whom have removed their 
helmets.  We take the safety of your children very seriously and if they behave irresponsibly whilst on their 
bikes then we will no longer allow them to ride to school. 
 
Dropping Your Child at School 

 
There are a couple of things to note.  Please remember that South Ribble Borough Council operate a “No 
idling outside school” policy, so cars that leave their engines running outside schools whilst waiting are 
subject to being fines. 
 



Also please note that parents are not allowed to enter the school drives to drop their children at school.  
Where this does happen it is by prior arrangement with the school because of a specific issue that is normally 
for a limited time. 
 
 
 
Mobile Phone Policy 

 
At the start of the new school year it is also worth reminding all parents of the school’s policy with regard to 
mobile phones and smart watches.  As a school we can see clearly the reassurance that your child having a 
phone brings when they are travelling to and from school – it is neither realistic nor desirable to prohibit 
mobile phones. 
 
However, whilst in school, mobile phones should be switched off and not seen.  The school operates on a 
policy of: “If it is seen/heard, it is seized.”  The full mobile phone policy has been updated and is available on 
the school website, but I have summarised the consequences of mobile phone use below: 
 

 Any child who requires the confiscation of a mobile phone will serve an SLT (Senior Leadership 
Team) detention. 

 The phone will be kept locked and secure until the end of the following school day (unless a parent 
chooses to collect it earlier). 

 Parents will receive a text message to say that the phone has been confiscated. 
 
School Uniform 

 
At the end of last year we noticed that a number of students were starting to get into the habit of breaking 
our standards of uniform.  As the flagship school in Leyland we take the appearance of our students very 
seriously because it reflects a wider set of values about attitudes and standards of both students and 
parents.  Typical infringements by the girls is the application of false tan and the wearing of make-up as 
well as wearing skirts high (or rolling them) so that the hem rises above the kneeline.  With boys it is 
untucked shirts and the wearing of trainer-style shoes. 
 
We published our uniform policy to all parents at the end of last year and ran assemblies with all students 
as well as speaking to some individuals.  I am pleased to say that at the start of this year, almost all of our 
student population are meeting the standards that all students and parents sign up to as members of the 
school. 
 
As a school it is important that we enforce our uniform policy to support those parents who do ensure that 
their children are following the guidance correctly as it would be unfair to them if other parents did not do 
the same because it would lead to children claiming that “everyone else does, so why can’t I?” 
 
We are in the process of ensuring that the very small minority of students, who are not adhering to the 
rules that apply to all Balshavians, make the changes necessary to ensure that they do.  I know that I am 
supported by the overwhelming majority of parents on this despite some parents feeling that social media 
is the arbiter of school uniform rather than the school’s policy.  If there are any aspects of the school’s 
policies that parents don’t agree with, they are free to exercise their parental rights and move their child to 
an alternative school. 
 



The school’s uniform policy is available on the website.  For clarity on boy’s shoes, I have included an 
edited screen shot of the policy which highlights one way to ensure that your son is wearing shoes.  What 
the acceptable shoes all have in common is a heel (highlighted by the red circle).  It is this which 
differentiates them from the trainer style of footwear. 

It is this flat-soled type of footwear which is trainer style and not part of the uniform (no matter how they 
are branded by the manufacturers): 
 
 
 
 
 
The Balshaw’s Association Parent, Teacher and Friends Association (PTA) 

 
When the Balshaw’s Association PTA met last week, we were delighted to welcome a number of new 
members to this team of parents committed to improving the opportunities for all of our young people.  In 
the past 18 months they have made many purchases to improve the chances our young people have 
including: 
 

 Musical instruments 

 Recording equipment 

 Hockey equipment 

 Sports kits for the school teams 

 Gardening equipment for gardening club 

 New sound system for the Hall 

 Computers for the Geography classroom 

 Equipment for science club 

 Insurance for the school minibus 

 Equipment for the school gym 
 



The AGM takes place on Wednesday 2nd October at 7.30pm and anyone associated with Balshaw’s is 
invited to attend.  The Balshaw’s Association PTA meet at the same time on the first Wednesday of every 
month in term time.  More importantly, your support with events is what will make a big difference to the 
students at Balshaw’s. 
 
Here are some dates for your diaries: 
 

 Quiz Nights 
They start at 7.30pm in the Hall.  Bring your own wine/beer/drinks/food and friends and family for 
our pub quiz style event.  At half time we play our addictive “Slide the coin” game (bring plenty of 
10 pences!)… 

 Saturday 28th September 

 Saturday 16th November 

 Saturday 1st February 

 Saturday 21st March 

 Race Night – Friday 11th October 
Further details to be announced nearer the time, but keep your diary free.  Tickets will include a 
hotpot meal (or cheese pie alternative) with the trimmings and the chance to win some money 
across 8 different races.  As usual, you are invited to bring along your own drinks to make a night of 
it. 

 Winter Wonderland – Saturday 30th November, 11:00 – 2:00 

 Easter Bingo – Friday 27th March 

 Family Fun Day and Spring Fair – Saturday 16th May (see note below about Bank Holiday weekend) 
 
 
A reminder about the change to Bank Holiday 

There is a change to the school calendar for next year.  In order to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE Day the government announced that 
May Day Bank Holiday will move from Monday 4th May to Friday 8th May 
in 2020.  
 
The school calendar has officially changed to reflect this and students 
should now attend school on Monday 4th May with Friday as the Bank 
Holiday. 
 

 

100 Prayers 

As always, I like to give you a collection of prayers with my newsletter.  Previously I have provided you with 

prayers for anxiety, for hope, for love, for parents and for the family, amongst others.  This newsletter I 

would like to pass on to you this collection of 100 prayers which I have found.  It is a really eclectic collection 

of prayers with some old favourites and some that you may not have come across before.  I hope that you 

might find some inspiration in there.  

 

And finally… 

I look forward to working with you to support your child in being the best that they can be and helping 

them to develop the determination, resilience and work ethic that will ensure their academic success 
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whilst our ethos and values will create the foundations for them to be caring, socially responsible young 

adults who will make a valuable contribution to society. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr Steven Haycocks 
HEADTEACHER 

 
Your Word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my path.  (Psalm 119, vs 105) 

Lighting the path to excellence through Christian vision and values. 

 

Some other events for your diaries: 

We would love as many of you as possible to join us at St Andrew’s on Sunday 29th September for Harvest 

and Education Sunday: 

  



Buckshaw Village Church are bringing a Soul Children Choir to Buckshaw.  This is a huge 

movement that began in Norway and will be a fantastic group for young people to become a 

part of. 


