
MUSIC 
 
Syllabus 
 
AQA 
 
Percentage of coursework 
 
60% (Performing 30%, composing 30%,) 
 
Skills required  
 
The ability to play an instrument or to sing is essential.  
 
Performing – 30% 
Students complete one solo and one ensemble (group) performance which is recorded for final submission. 
This is internally-assessed and moderated by AQA. 
 
Composing – 30% 
Candidates compose two pieces of music for final submission. 
The submissions will be recorded, and scores produced along with detailed annotations.   
Compositions are internally-assessed and moderated by AQA. 
 
Examination paper (listening and appraising) – 40% 
This is a listening and appraising examination paper which lasts 1.5 hours.   
 
Expectations of the course 
 

 It is essential that students are capable of reading music or willing to learn to do so quickly. 

 Enjoy music and be willing to experience all styles of music. 

 A variety of homework is given and must be completed by the given deadlines. 

 Students must take part in extra-curricular activities and concerts. 

 Students should expect to prepare and perform for video and audio recordings throughout the course. 

 Students must work independently on developing their performing skills on their chosen instrument or 
voice. Practising regularly every day is expected from students in order to succeed on the course. This is a 
significant part of set homework. 

 
Possible career links 

GCSE Music offers a solid foundation for progression to other music studies, including A-level Music, and often 

to a music-related career such as music production, recording, publishing and aspects of music technology and 

teaching.  GCSE Music provides the opportunity for students to develop valuable transferable skills such as 

self-confidence, concentration, creativity, evaluation and team work.  

GCSE Music helps students to develop subject knowledge, understanding and skills, through listening to a 

variety of music, playing music and creating their own music. 

The specification places a strong weighting on practical aspects of music, with choices catering for a wide 

range of interests and abilities. This four-unit GCSE assesses students' skills in listening and appraising, 

composing and performing music.  

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/as-and-a-level

