
 
 

Head’s Newsletter:  December 2016 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
The school year is already disappearing very quickly as we head towards Christmas.  Our Year 11 students have sat 
their mock examinations and await their results on Thursday 12th January.  Mrs Carr will be returning to the English 
department from her maternity leave in the New Year and Mr Duckworth has become a father for the second time! 
 
 
Balshavians taking over the world! 
As always at Balshaw’s the term has been packed with activity outside the classroom.  Our students are now 
dominating all the local sporting competitions in netball, handball, football and athletics.  Hardly surprising when you 
consider how many of them are competing at regional and national level outside of school.  Former student Liv 
Cooke has just gained second place in the World Freestyle Championships held in Australia just over a year after 
completing her GCSEs.  Liv is also working with the Minister for Sport to encourage female participation in sport. 
 
We were thrilled to welcome Kim Libreri back to 
Balshaw’s as our guest speaker at our Leavers’ Awards 
Presentation Evening.  Kim left Balshaw’s in the 80s.  Mr 
Phil Banks was his IT teacher at the time – he could never 
have imagined that in a school with only a couple of 
computers that Kim would go on to lead technological 
innovation that would change the world and the film 
industry. 
 
Kim has won two Oscars and been nominated for more 
for the work he did at Lucasfilm in developing special 
effects in the Star Wars films.  Kim was also the brains 
behind the groundbreaking use of ‘Bullet time’ 
technology in the film The Matrix.  He is currently Chief 
Technical Officer at Unreal where he is leading the 
cutting edge development of Virtual Reality worlds. 
 
Kim explained his journey through university to being a 

global leader in the development of virtual worlds.  This is 

technology that is changing the way in which we can 

work with and interact with our environment.  One of 

Kim’s key messages to our students was that “if you 

haven’t failed, you haven’t tried hard enough.”  In other 

words, when you are pushing the limits of what people 

think is possible, you have to be prepared to fail.  Failure 

is a necessary stage on any journey that matters – failure 

shouldn’t stop you from making the journey, it just 

changes the route you use to get to your destination. 

Back to School for our Old Balshavians 

Following the annual reunion of the Old Balshavians we organised a Back to School day where students from the 40s 

and 50s came back to experience lessons in the 21st century!  We were delighted to see some former students 

wearing their old school ties for the occasion as they tackled Computer Science, English and expanding brackets in 

Maths. 



 
 

The Old Balshavians enjoyed school dinners in the canteen 

before joining some of our Year 10 students for the rest of 

the afternoon’s lessons.  Dr Ann Hanson, former Balshavian 

and trustee of the Balshaw’s Education Foundation wrote: 

At the end of the day “the tea trolley came as promised 
accompanied by Mr Haycocks and we drank to our 
achievements. Someone said that lessons never went that 
fast when they were at school and indeed it was hard to 
believe we had done so much. The chatter was loud, the 
enjoyment showed and we expressed our thanks to the 
teachers, the students who helped us, the Headteacher and 
Robert for setting it all up. 
 

It was a brave thing for the teachers to do as many of 
the former students had been teachers and teacher 
trainers. The enthusiasm of the staff was clear to see 
and we experienced up to date methods of teaching 
and things that did not even exist when we were real 
pupils at Balshaw’s. Don’t know who would have been 
more exhausted staff or us.” 

 

Uniform 

One of the things that the Old Balshavians noted was 

how smart our students looked in their uniforms.  

They were very impressed with the skirts and the all 

round appearance of the students they met.  I would 

like to thank all parents for being so supportive of our drive to get students to wear the appropriate footwear – 

shoes, not boots – and for girls not to wear make-up.  The battle continues with some girls who are made to remove 

their make-up, but the smart appearance of our students is down to the support and enforcement of expectations 

from parents – so a big thank you to you all. 

Road Safety 

We have contacted you earlier in the term about the actions of some students when they are crossing the road 

without care and attention, ride their bikes irresponsibly or more recently the issue of some students dropping items 

from the motorway bridge onto the M6.  Sadly, there can only be one inevitable outcome of behaviour like this and 

it is a tragic one. 

To be contacted by the family of a Balshaw’s student who was killed whilst riding his bike home from school to say 

how horrified they were about the road sense of our students is very sobering.  They know the reality of losing a 

loved one because of others’ lack of care on the road.  Please help us to instil a sense of the danger of the roads to 

encourage more responsible attitudes around traffic from our students.  In the new year we will be inviting the Road 

Transport Police into school to speak to our students. 

Thank you for supporting events 

The Balshaw’s Association have worked hard with our Quiz Nights and the Balshaw’s Christmas Bingo was well-

supported.  I would like to thank all the parents who sent in prizes – there was a fantastic array of prizes to be won 

and with the events that have been organised so far this academic year the Association have raised nearly £1000 to 

be able to support extra-curricular opportunity at Balshaw’s. 



 
 

With the support that parents give, the Association was able to purchase all of the gym equipment in our new 

Fitness Suite.  I’m sure that your son/daughter will have talked to you about this amazing new facility and it is great 

to have enough equipment and space to use this as a teaching room and have fitness training in our PE curriculum. 

Please keep your eye on our website and our Twitter feed to get advance notice of other events.  The next two 

Association events are: 

 Quiz Night: 7.30pm Saturday 28th January, Balshaw’s. 

  Bring your own food and drink for our pub-style quiz 

 Race Night: 7.30pm Friday 24th March, Fox Lane Sports Club 

  A fun night at the races with food and an open bar for the grown-ups! 

Let us know your good news: 

We are always thrilled to hear of our students’ success outside of school.  If your son or daughter has achieved 

something or taken part in an event, please send us a photograph and some accompanying text so that we can 

celebrate their achievement on our website.  Send your pics and info to a.coles@balshaws.org.uk  

 

Keeping in Touch 

We have had lots of positive feedback about the way that staff have been using our new communication system to 

let you know of success in school and to keep you up to date with the work that is being done in class.  We hope that 

this has been helpful for you as parents to be involved with your child’s learning.  At the end of this newsletter I have 

included a list of all the email addresses of staff in school if you need to get in touch with someone. 

 

Social Media 

I’m sure that many of our students have devices such as phones, smart watches and games consoles on their 

Christmas wish lists.  This inevitably means access to social media in all its forms.  I cannot emphasise enough to 

parents the issues that inappropriate use of social media apps can cause.  Unfortunately, we are not the ‘social 

media police’.  As parents you should have discussions with your child about what they post and say on social media 

and its consequences for their digital footprint (you should also note the minimum age that these apps require).  

What happens on social media when students are in parental care is not something that the school will investigate 

unless it is a safeguarding concern. 

 

Parental Support 

Our behaviour standards and the aspirations and high expectations we have for our students are well-supported by 

parents and are one of the main reasons along with our Christian ethos that parents choose Balshaw’s for their 

children.  Our behaviour policy and sanctions have always been and will always be applied consistently, fairly and 

equitably.  However, we are noticing an increase in a small number of parents who question the decisions taken by 

the professional staff in school. 

This may be hard to believe for some of you who may remember your days at school when despite the inconsistency 

of some rules, you would get told off in school and would then get it again when you got home!  Nevertheless, I 

would like to take the chance to reiterate the importance of parental support for sanctions as when this doesn’t 
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happen we do see a direct link with deteriorating behaviour from students who think that they can play their parents 

off against the school. 

Christmas Events: 

This evening is our Christmas Concert to which all are invited – tickets are available on the door. 

On Monday and Tuesday next week 

we will be going to worship at St. 

Andrew’s church (Clayton and 

Cuerden on Monday and Farington 

and Worden on Tuesday).  If parents 

wish to join us at this service you 

are welcome.  Space is limited, so 

you may have to stand.  The service 

should start at approximately 

2.00pm so if you arrive just before 

this you will be ok. 

There is a list of church services in 

our local churches over the 

Christmas period below. 

 

Services in and around Leyland 

 St Andrew’s 
Church Road 

St Ambrose 
Moss Lane 

St John’s Church 
Leyland Lane 

Sunday 18th Dec 10.30 Christmas Celebration Service 
6.30 Carols by Candlelight 

10.30 Nativity Play 
6.30  Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

10.30am Causeway Nativity for All 
6.30pm Carols by Candlelight 

Monday 19th Dec  7.30pm  Carol Service for the Bereaved  

Saturday 24th Dec 4.00pm  Christmas Crib Service 
11.15  Midnight Communion 

6.00pm  Christingle Service 
11.30  Midnight Holy Communion 

4.00pm Messy Crib Service 

Sunday 25th Dec 10.30 Christmas Day Service 10.00am Christmas Day Communion 10.30am All age Christmas Holy 
Communion 

Christmas Wishes 

All that remains is for me to wish you and your families a peaceful and happy Christmas.  I pray that you will be 

blessed with happiness and health in the New Year. 

Happy Christmas! 

 

Mr Steven Haycocks 
HEADTEACHER



 

Your child’s form tutor should be your first point of contact in most cases. 

Staff Email Addresses 

Mrs ATKINSON-BROWN r.atkinsonbrown@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr BARRETT m.barrett@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss BEGAUD c.begaud@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs BISHOP k.bishop@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss BLENKINSHIP h.blenkinship@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs BOARDMAN k.boardman@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss BROWN c.brown@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs CARR m.carr@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss CHISHOLM h.chisholm@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs COBURN s.coburn@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs CORNWELL c.cornwell@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr DANIELS m.daniels@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr DAVIDSON m.davidson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr DUCKWORTH l.duckworth@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs DURKIN c.durkin@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr FLETCHER p.fletcher@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr GREAVES p.greaves@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs GREENWOOD j.greenwood@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr HAYCOCKS s.haycocks@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs HAYES j.hayes@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs HENDERSON g.henderson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs HIGGINS m.higgins@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs HOLDEN (D&T) a.holden@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs HOLDEN (Science) d.holden@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr HOLLAND a.holland@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs HOWARTH d.howarth@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss HUNKIN a.hunkin@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs JACKSON b.jackson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr JENNINGS g.jennings@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs JONES l.jones@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs LLEWELLYN r.llewellyn@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss LOCKHART d.lockhart@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs LOWE k.lowe@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs LUPTON d.lupton@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs LYLYK j.lylyk@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs MCCUTCHEON j.mccutcheon@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr MCFARLANE p.mcfarlane@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr MELLING d.melling@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr MORGAN j.morgan@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr MORT s.mort@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs PATE m.pate@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss PRESTON e.preston@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs PURCELL j.purcell@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr PURNELL m.purnell@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs RAWSON f.rawson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr RILEY s.riley@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs ROGERSON m.rogerson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr SHORROCK a.shorrock@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr SIMPSON d.simpson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs SINGLETON DE CARRANZA j.singletondecarranza@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs STYLER l.styler@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs THOMAS v.thomas@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs THOMASSON s.thomasson@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss WARBURTON c.warburton@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs WHITTAM m.whittam@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs WILSON a.wilson@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss WATERSTON k.waterston@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss WINNARD c.winnard@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs WOOD c.wood@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr WOOD r.wood@balshaws.org.uk 

 


